FINISH CARE (cont.)

A good guitar polish can help clean and protect a finish. Most
polishes are, however, intended for gloss finishes and should
generally be avoided on satin finishes or the satin appearance
will be lost. Martin Guitar Polish is one preparation that has very
little polishing action and is appropriate for use on both gloss
and satin finishes. A polishing compound such as Meguiar’s #7
is good for polishing gloss finishes.

CRACKS & DENTS

Cracks should be repaired as quickly as possible to prevent
more damage from occurring. Keep the crack clean until it
is properly glued. Unless you are experienced in instrument
repair, check with us before attempting to effect this kind of
repair. Nicks and dents can be repaired or not, depending on
how much they bother you. Normal wear and tear results in
some unsightly marks on most instruments. Cosmetic repair
can be expensive and not always completely satisfactory.

HUMIDITY

In very dry environments a humidifier may be needed to
protect your instrument from drying out and cracking. Your
local music store should be able to furnish you with an inex-
pensive humidifier to put in the instrument case. We offer the
Herco humidifier as a small but adequate humidifier although
other brands are equally as effective. Very high humidity
may cause swelling of various instrument parts and should
be avoided.

ENVIRONMENT
Keep your instrument in a clean and temperate environment.
A car trunk in only moderately warm weather can develop a
high enough temperature to loosen glue joints and wreak havoc
with an instrument. Extreme cold can cause finish cracking and
various other problems. Avoid rapid changes in temperature;
gradual changes are less likely to cause damage.
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Thank you for buying a Blue Lion. We would like to offer the
following suggestions for the care of your instrument in order to
ensure you many years of enjoyment and pleasure with your new
dulcimer or guitar. If after reading this pamphlet you have any
questions please do not hesitate to contact us — we are always
happy to hear from you.

Stringed Instrument Maintenance

Your Blue Lion instrument arrives set up and ready to
play. After a period of time, the length of which depends
on many factors including your playing style, how much
you play and the environment in which your instrument
is kept, it may require minor adjustments to keep it in
optimum playing condition. If you have any questions
or concerns feel free to call us anytime.

Maintenance can be separated into two areas; main-
taining the sound and playability and maintaining the
appearance and protective quality of the finish. On the
following pages are some simple suggestions to help you
care for your new instrument.
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